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One Heart at a Time
By Cheryl Trever
Baja Mission Director

F
ranco arrived at the mission 
with his two sisters when he 
was three. Although it was hard 

for him to be away from his mom, he 
had a caregiver who really loved him 
and oft en told him and the other boys 
about Jesus. He taught them about God 
clearly and concisely and led the boys 
in a prayer that was an essential mo-
ment in Franco's life. He realized that 
God was his father, which allowed him 
to be free of what had happened to 
him in the past. God reminded Franco 
that he was not alone. 

Franco has always loved soccer. Af-
ter dinner, the kids would all head out 
to the soccer fi eld until the sun went 
down. The older boys would play with 
neighborhood kids, and Franco always 
wanted to join them. However, he was 
only eight, and they didn’t want to 
play with the little kids. One day, Fran-
co gathered a team of little kids and 
convinced the big kids to let them play. 
To everyone’s surprise, the little kids 
beat the big kids! During these games, 
Franco learned to look for the kids who 
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think they can't do it. He loved inviting kids that 
others wouldn't ask. And he loved to achieve 
impossible things, like beating the big kids!

Franco was always a great student, breez-
ing through school at the top of his class. At 
age 17, he finished high school and moved to 
the TJ house to study computer engineering. 
He thought college would be as easy as high 
school, but he failed his first two classes within 
the first semester. For Franco, this was a huge 
shock! He struggled to establish good study 
habits because he really enjoyed video games, 
movies, and sleeping. His courses became more 
challenging and complex as he advanced in his 
studies, and he kept failing. As a result, he was 
asked to leave the TJ house. During this chal-

lenging time, he reflected on his prayer many 
years ago, remembering God as his father. 
So, he continued to trust God and clung to the 
promise that God would always be with him. 

This was a challenging year for Franco as he 
studied and worked to stay afloat. In 2020, 
when the pandemic began, his school an-
nounced that they would shut down for a time. 
This meant that he no longer needed to live 
in Tijuana if he didn't have to go to school. 
So, Franco returned home to the Baja mission, 
where he began volunteering and studying on-
line.  

Susan Eichensehr, one of the staff members, al-
ways invited him to get involved and  
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participate in different activities around the mis-
sion. She became an important part of Franco's life. 
She asked him to join the running club, motivating 
him to keep pressing on. Serving alongside Susan 
helped Franco realize how much he loved soccer, 
sports, and teaching kids. As his time at the mission 
passed, he made the huge decision to change his 
major from engineering to education to become a 
PE teacher. 

All the kids that come to the children's home have 
come because of hard situations, but like Franco, 
that doesn't have to define their futures. Franco 
loves spending time with the kids, from the toddlers 
in the nursery to the teenagers. He sees each of 
them as capable kids who have been given a new 
opportunity to reach their full potential.

I am so grateful for 
this place and proud 
of my home. I am 
reminded of the many 
things God has done 
here and am happy 
to be a part of it. 
I am thankful for 
people like Susan who 
have believed in me 
and pushed me to-
wards a hopeful 
future.” 

-Franco



   

Foundation for His Ministry is a 501(C)(3) 
non-profi t mission organization, dependent on 
God, prayer, donors and volunteers. Tax-de-
ductible receipts are provided for all contri-
butions, including: gift s-in-kind, living trusts, 
wills, life-insurance, real estate or retirement 
designations, and stocks or securities.

Foundation for His Ministry
P.O. Box 74000
San Clemente, CA 92673
Return Service Requested

Would you like to receive our 
newsletter by email? Email us at 
info@ffhm.org for the requested 
change.

non-Profi t Org

U.S. Postage
PAID

Santa Ana, CA
Permit #1208

In Honor Of…

WAYS 
TO GIVE:

ONLINE
www.ffhm.org/donate

TEXT “GIVE”
(949) 569-5101

CALL
(949) 492-2200 

MAIL
P.O. Box 74000
San Clemente, CA
92673

In Memory Of…
Abby-Jill Brauhn
 By Hans and Dina Lindemann
Mary Coleman Mayo
 By Hans and Dina Lindemann
Justin Thompson
 By Grant and Becky Petersen
Pastor Joyce Okert
 By Karen and William Pride
Pastor Gerald A. Fosen
 By Bradley and Elizabeth Miller
My niece, Vickie Miller
 By Donald and Janet Skudlarek

My 96th Birthday
 By Mary Iwen
Chuck Pereau’s 
94th Birthday 
 By Kevin Durkin
 By Bill and Betty Rogers
 By Janelle Keller

Roger Boehringer
 By Janice Haynes
Angel Baeza Silva
 By Janice Haynes

Instead of buying a lot of stuff this year, you can choose to 
support a specifi c area of His Ministry as a gift  on behalf 

of someone else. It’s as easy as fi lling out the enclosed 
insert or visiting our website. You will receive a card and 

a sticker to send to your friends and family.

Give Different 

this Christmas

The graduations of 
Arianna Both and 
Dulce Ibanez
 By Jack and Kim Leighton

https://www.ffhm.org/alternative-christmas-2023
https://www.ffhm.org/alternative-christmas-2023
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