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n our constant travels to

the mountains in our state
of Oaxaca, we have recog-
nized two significant neecj;s
that the majority of the pas-
tors have: tﬁme lack of Biblical
training and support in their
ministry.

The best way to help them
that we have found is to car-
ry out conferences exclusive-
ly for pastors serving in the
mountains and to carry these
out locally so we are near
their communities. Last February, we were privileged to carry out two of these conferences, and we were
again surprised by how many people attended.

Our first conference site was in Juxtlahuaca. There were not only pastors from Juxtlahauca and the sur-
rounding areas but also pastors from the mountains of the state of Guerrero. Some traveled the day before
for 6 hours to arrive on time. We asked them - what made you come so far? Their answers were the quality
of the teaching, how we teach practical things, and how easy it is to understand.

The second site was in Huajuapan. We had many more pastors come than we expected. We had planned
for 120, and more than 200 came!

Of the pastors who attend the conferences every year, only 10% have had the opportunity to study in a Bi-
ble Institute, and 35% have been trained through a correspondence course. That means t?mlat more than 50%
have not had the opportunity to be formed in a Bible school, but they have a clear call from God and many
have been faithfully serving the Lord for years in their communities, extending the kingdom of God to the
ends of the earth.
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Most of them live in communities far from the big
cities, and they don't have access to the internet,
or if they have it, the service is very limited, so this
is one ozthe only opportunities for formal training.
The majority of the pastors that attend our confer-
ences travel between 2 and 8 hours to be able to
come to the site.

For these reasons, we feel so strongly the call of
God to serve and help them with all the resources
that we can. They have given their lives in the ex-
tensién of the gospel. We want to put tools in their
hands that they need to continue reaching those
who don't know Christ yet.

We pray that every seed planted in the hearts of
the pastors will be multiplied by 30, 60, and 100
times. We are so grateful to the donors who make
this event possible.
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8rnesto is a pastor who

graduated from the
Bible Institute in Baja. He
is from Tijuana and went to
serve in Oaxaca. He is a
pastor in San Felipe Tinda-
co, in the Mixteca region.
He and his wife were invit-
ed to the conferences in
Huajuapan. In some towns
in Oaxaca, it is customary
for the town authorities to
force the men to serve for
free for a year. Because
he is currently serving in
the town, he Kad to seek
permission from the town authorities to attend
the conference, and unfortunate|y, they said no.
This crushed Ernesto, but he continued praying
until finally, they gave him permission, but his wife
would have to stay behind.

Ernesto arrived at the conference discouraged.
Things had not been good for him lately. Being
obligated to serve in the town without a salary is
difficult as he also has a wife and a son. He grows
corn and beans to sustain them and works in the
church. It is a lot of work that exhausts him.

But his testimony was that God began to speak to
his heart as he sat in the conference and listened
to the teaching. When the meetings were over, he
was encouraged again and anxious to return to
this town. Days later, with new spirits, he started
doing house calls to families again, and his wife
began supporting him by sharing the word.

Another testimony is of a married couple from the
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mountains. They are an older couple who have
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passed through many difficulties in their commu-
nity because of their faith. When they were at

the conference, other pastors embraced them,
and they were also encouraged. The meetings
were a refreshment for this couple, and they were
encouraged to continue forward and to remain
firm despite their battles. They were so happy and
grateful they had been invited. My wife spoke

to them weeks later, and they were very content
and encouraged. They had also been able to visit
families in their community and encourage them
to continue forward.

It is worth investing in these conferences for the
pastors. We often have no idea what they live
through in their communities and the chaﬁenges
they confront. But in the conferences, they find a
place of rest where God encourages them not
to grow weary and to look for support from their
neighboring pastors so they understand they are
notda|one in the battles as they sow the word of
Goa.
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Mary Coleman Mayo

By Dina and Hans Lindemann

By George Black
Jim DeVries

By Ro?]er and Kathryn Dechamps

By Ruth Koehler

By Marilyn and Walter Riese

By Judith DeVries

By Progressive Tool & Die Corp

By Barry Akers

By Lauren Beale

By Mark and Susan Otto

By Diane and William Leon

By Connie and Robert Kamphuis
Harriet Brabham, my cousin

By Robert and Wretha Wilkowski
Lynn Hittle

By Dorothy Klein
Karen Bellous

By the Leighton and Sheridan Families
Gordis Stevens

By the Leighton and

Sheridan Families
Janet Leighton

By the Leighton

and Sheridan Families

Frank Giampa

By the Leighton

and Sheridan Families
Kenneth and Aurora Dwyer
Kermit and Marylin Dwyer
Barbara and Gordon Smith

By Mark and Rosie Smith

By Linda Panozzo and children

By Wynter and River Mosse

By Diana LeCerte

By Maria Schaefer and children,
Reese and Willa
Martha Cook, my mother, on her
birthday and Mother’s Day

By Sue Gustafson
Shirley Love

By Rich at Fruland Funeral Home

By George Black
Jan Holter

By Ruth Koehler

In Howor Of...

Carl and Diane Holter

By Roger and

Kathryn Dechamps
By Michael and
Barbara McEvilly

By Diane Holter
Dr. Gary K. Johnson

By Lydia Hershey
Bernardo Beltran

By Charles and Valentine Castro
Mario Cordoba

By Charles and Valentine Castro
Dale Forsee

By Cindi and Miles Fink
Duane Smith - 93 years old

By Yasuko Yamauchi
Our twin grandsons Caleb &
Joshua Bartel’s 2nd Birthday

By Steve and Linda Bartel
Michelle Presock

By Wayne and Carolyn Peterson
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